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Nina Tolstrup’s pallet
furniture melds Danish
design tradition, social
concerns, and quirkiness
writes Gian Luca Amadei

PRODUCE 61

Thamas Dickson, a bectures at the
Mathanal Centre for Design
Retearch, pirt of the Aashus School
of Architecture, once wrote that
the success of Danish Design could
b expluined by i “playfulress’
and that the major Figures of the
Golden Age of Danish design drew
wpon Demmark's sirong carpentry
tradition to make comfortable
fimitisre fof people suck Irside
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for much of the year v i table
The wark of Danish desigoer fight iy part of
Nina Tolstrug, combines playhulneds ~ codestios 2l
ard craftsmarship and integrates x:‘:‘;
them with an sesthetic that can't serg it
be defined as canonlcally Danish, Tom digin, grad
But which lies somewhere between st s year
the Danizh and the British. at 100% Design.
Tolstrup's work ranges from
interior Furniture and aocedsories

for retails chaing such & Mabitat ta
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aichatéctural projects and, even,
city guidebooks. She chowe to
use itemn of ecycled wood from
indastrial pallets and scafinbding
plards to create lumiture for the
design colléctive Ten, which ks the
brainchild of designer Chris Jackson
and has an ethos that esphatises
the wirtues of ustainability.
Tolstrup say: ften my
approach is bo explore how to make
the maximum patential from a
miiimial palette’ 5o the turmed the

palleds into Aoor-lights and
amchairs, and made the planks
infe coat itandy and trestles,
Tolstrup's pallet famiture range
brings to mind the Crate fumitum
series designed in the mid-Thities
by Dutch architect and fumniture
deilgner Germit Rietvell, which was
comtructed using crates otherwisy
used to ship mem expensive
furmiuere. Rietvell, like bhis
colleaguees in Denmark, had social
concerms and aimed to provide

functional furniture ot affordabl
piices, but without compromising
on the sesthetic,

With her experiments for Ten,
Talstrap's concerns Implicitly
addreis soclal 31 well &8 suntainable

Eawel, On her webiite, one can
Bery drawings and imstructions for
Euilding a pallet Moor light or &
ehair For just £10.

Sustaimability, in partiosar, i
nat something new to the design
waorld but i has always been

embedded im Danivh devign,

The Hans Wegner Y-chair, for
waample was designed in 1950
wusing local beech wood and paper
coed for the seat. This is nat just
a beautiful and functions] object
Bt is also a collectable, timeless
btem that 15 totally recyclable’
sy Tolatrup.

That balance has been deeply
disrupted by growing competition
fram othes countries, o that some
Darish fwmiture manufactummn




have had 1o vwitch production to
the far eait to remain competitive.
The presence of local traditional
crafts shills b stil strong though!
Imslety Tedstrugp,

This was demonstrated at
Made in Denmark, the stand which
Tolstrup curated dusing this pear's
100% Design {and which alio wan
the 100% Design /Bluepring Award
for Best Contribution to the Show),
The selection of warks presented
there, all buflt using Danish wood,
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weve proof that the high level of
Dandsh craftsmanship ts still intact
and continues to evolwe.

Wood though s not the sole
imterest for Tolstrup, “Jut becaise
[ have been ising wood in recent
projects doesnt mean I'm not
explosing other materials) the says.

Oither recent work by Tolstrup
has made ute of materlaly such
s pewler, For example, the
designed Fruity Bowl, a powder-
coated pewter bowl which is

manufactured by Wentwosth Pewter
im Sheffield for retailer Greenwich
Village, and won ber the Eureks
Awiard 2007

Tedstrup studied at the
prestigiows Les Ateliers schood of
industrial design in Parly, She
atse his & BA En marketing from
the Business Scheol in Copenhagen,
Alang with her design wark,
Tolstrup teaches at Ravemboume
(ollege of Design and
Communication and is a visiting

prafedsos at Sytacuse Univenity
in New York.

She is producing and selling
her detigen theowgh her own
London-based compary
Studlomama, working in her ttudio
a1 home and a ymall workshop, At
the bevel of hav persanal projects.
commizgions are piling up, and
Tolstrup plams to move indo a new
studsa in 2008,

warw sudiomama.com
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ghis The OVORT
alarm cdeed i
manifctared by
Lo, Tifng i
amitches the okam
on o gff. The
clewik & swallabls
L

Wghts With the
pewier Frutly Scwd,
Todstrap Rt Qiven
new e bo g
roataril giad for
Foddemire iy
P Midelle Apet
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