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Studied social science and journalism at university. She assumed her present profession after spending some time in AXIS Ma.

A magazine and newspaper contributor, her main focus is design, architecture, and art. Her
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Daily living and furniture design
An idea by Nina Tolstrup

A simple, oak dining chair that comes in various sizes has hit the market. It's called
the Happy Family Chair, and when you line several of them up it looks like a photo of
a family gathering. Nina Tolstrup, who was born in Denmark but now works out of
London, designed the chair with her own family in mind. Tolstrup has also designed
the Pallet Furniture series. These items, which make use of wood forklift pallets as
a material, also have roots in Tolstrup's daily living. While reusing pallets at her sum-
mer house, Tolstrup had the idea of converting the kind of pallets that one could ob-
tain anywhere into pieces of furniture. E&Y (Tokyo) took notice of the design poten-
tial of the works Talstrup unveiled at 10 x TEN project* at 100% Design in London in
2006 and decided to commercialize them together with the chairs mentioned above
as the Happy Family Collection

In November 2007, Yoichi Nakamuta, the owner of E&Y, which introduced Tol-
strup's furniture, says, "Nina's ideas, such as the family design theme, originate in
daily living. However, the trend among most people who call themselves designers
in Japan is to avoid interiors that reek’ of daily living. Perhaps they think it's against
the rules to bring their work home with them after they are married. But there must
be many people who are in sympathy with Nina's way of living.” Tolstrup’s activities
have inspired people to look further into their surroundings, such as turning their
eyes to dally life and the materials araund them, giving thought to the relationship
between daily living and furniture, and asking what real comfort is about

Now that we have such a diversity of design it is more important than ever for
creators to ask what thinking they should base their further creations on At the same
time, the thinking adopted by the companies that handle those designs Is even more
important
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* Project exploring furniture made for less than 10 pounds using materials that could be ac-
quired within a 10 km radius,

In coaperatian with E&Y (http:/www.eandy com)
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